
Mass Intention Guidelines 2023 
“The Holy Mass is the most precious Gift one may offer” 

 

The practice of requesting a Mass to be offered for loved ones, living or deceased, is a beautiful and meaningful part of 

our Catholic tradition. In the past few years, we have had an increase in Mass intention requests. The following policies 

are now being implemented, effective Jan 1, 2023, in order to accommodate the numerous Mass requests in a reasonable 

and fair manner, to give the opportunity for all parishioners to schedule a Mass intention for their loved ones, and to 

accommodate recently deceased individuals.   

Universal Church discipline as contained in canons 945 – 958 of the 1983 Code of Canon Law strictly regulates the 

offerings made for the celebration of Mass.  

1. Canon Law requires that only one intention be taken per Mass. The intention will be published in the bulletin and 

read out loud during the Universal Prayers (prayers of the faithful).  
 

2. A Mass intention may be requested for a Mass for: a deceased loved one; a living person who is sick or suffering; 

a living person who is celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or other special moments in their life; in thanksgiving to 

God (including the Lord Jesus or the Holy Spirit); in thanksgiving for a prayer from a Blessed or a Saint; or for a 

prayer intention (so long as the intention does not contradict Church teaching). For a deceased loved one, the 

name will be listed. For all other intentions, it will be published as “Special Intention/Name” and read out loud as 

“for the special intention of a parishioner”. 
 

3. Each intention is limited to either two names or one group. (ie. “Living & Deceased Members of the ….. 

Family”).  Please be sure to indicate if the person for whom the Mass is requested is living or deceased.  
 

4. Requests will be honored on a first come, first serve basis in the order in which the request is received. 
 

5.  A $10 stipend, as determined by diocesan policy, is to accompany each Mass request.  Canon Law requires that 

all stipends taken for Mass Intentions be said for the intention as designated. 
 

6. Please note that Mass intentions may be requested for Sundays, most holidays, and weekdays throughout the 

year.  Mass intentions cannot be scheduled for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil, or All Souls Day 

(November 2).  One Mass every Sunday and on Holy Days of Obligation must be scheduled for the intentions of 

our parishioners known as “Pro Populo” (For the People) as required by Canon Law. 
 

7. Masses may only be scheduled 12 months in advance from the date of request. 
 

8. To insure consistent and fair opportunity for all desiring an intention for a loved one or event, we can schedule no 

more than 3 (three) Masses per rolling calendar year from each donor for a specific intention, or 6 (six) per family 

group. If more are requested, they will be added to the “to be scheduled” list. (See #11) 
 

9. For multiple intentions received at the time of a funeral, every effort will be made to schedule one per month within 

the first year following the date of death. Requests from family members will be scheduled first.  
 

10. As a Parish we will make every effort to accommodate a Mass within 30 days of the passing of a loved one, and on 

or near the first anniversary of a person’s death. One Mass time each week will be kept open so that the recently 

deceased can be remembered soon after their death. (if there is not a request, the date will be filled from the “no 

particular date/to be scheduled” list) 
 

11. Canon Law does not permit us to keep Mass intentions beyond those that we are able to schedule in a year’s time 

(rolling calendar). Consequently, some intentions may have to be sent to the Chancery to be used by retired 

priests, other parishes or missionary priests. We will make every effort to accommodate and fill in the previously 

requested “to be scheduled” Masses from 2022 if there are open dates in 2023.  
 

12. Mass requests will be granted as close to the requested date and time as possible.  If it is not possible to comply 

with the primary request, the next closest date and time will be scheduled.  
 

13. The schedule of Mass intentions is subject to change due to the priest’s illness, schedule change, diocesan 

obligation, etc.  Attempts will be made to contact the concerned parties ahead of time, but that is not always 

possible. 

   


